
CITY COUNCIL PROCEEDINGS 
 

                                  September 7, 2022 
 
 The City Council of the City of David City, Nebraska, met in open public session in the 
meeting room of the City Office, 490 “E” Street, David City, Nebraska.  The Public had been 
advised of the special meeting by publication of notice in The Banner Press on September 1st, 
and an affidavit of the publisher is on file in the office of the City Clerk.  The Mayor and 
members of the City Council acknowledged advance notice of the meeting by signing the 
Agenda which is a part of these minutes.  The advance notice to the Public, Mayor, and Council 
members conveyed the availability of the agenda, which was kept continuously current in the 
office of the City Clerk and was available for public inspection during regular office hours.  No 
new items were added to the agenda during the twenty-four hours immediately prior to the 
opening of the Council meeting. 
  
 Present for the meeting were: Mayor Alan Zavodny, Council members Thomas Kobus, 
Jessica Miller, Patrick Meysenburg, Kevin Woita and Bruce Meysenburg, City Attorney David 
Levy and Interim Administrator/City Clerk Tami Comte.   Council member John Vandenberg was 
absent. 
 
 Also present for the meeting were:  Water employee Anthony Kobus, Jake with A1 Iron, 
and Special Projects Coordinator Dana Trowbridge. 
 
 The meeting opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
 Mayor Alan Zavodny informed the public of the “Open Meetings Act” posted on the west 
wall of the meeting room asked those present to please silence their cell phones. 
 

Mayor Zavodny declared the public hearing open at 7:01 p.m. to consider an application 
to the Nebraska Department of Economic Development (NDED) for a Community Development 
Block Grant (CDBG) for Development of a Commercial Façade and Interior Rehabilitation 
Program for Downtown 
Buildings – SENDD. 
 
 Special Projects Coordinator Dana Trowbridge introduced himself and then introduced 
Tom Bliss with SENDD, who is working on the Community Development Block Grant 
Application for the City.  Trowbridge explained that Former City Administrator Clayton Keller had 
gone through a process with the University of Nebraska identifying things in our downtown that 
could be improved, how we should look at it in the long term and some of the things that we 
should try to accomplish.  There are several businesses in the downtown area that could use 
some help and this grant could provide up to $400,000 toward that end.  They would have to be 
matched twenty percent by the business owners.  Eighty percent of it would be from CDBG 
funds. 
 
 Tom Bliss with SENDD introduced himself and said, “First of all to the Council, both Skip 
and Tami have been a tremendous help with this application.  As Skip mentioned, this is phase 
two in the Downtown Revitalization Project.  Phase one was participating in the project with UNL 
students and I think they did a pretty good job with it.  So, phase one was planning and phase 
two is the actual implementation.  As Skip said, this is a Block Grant.  These are federal funds 
which come back to the State in the form of dollars and resources that can be used to improve 
your community.  In this case you are going to be working toward something that can benefit 
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your businesses downtown.  This is a competitive application.  It is due September 15th.  Last 
year’s winning score was around seventy-four so we’re aiming for seventy-six this year.  To date 
we have eleven pre-applications, and we are expecting eight more pre-applications.  Ideally, 
we’d like to have twenty-five.  So, for context, Beatrice submitted one last year, of course, 
Beatrice is a little bigger and they had fifty pre-applications.  York submitted one last year and 
they had nine pre-applications, and both were awarded.  We’re aiming somewhere between 
nine and fifty.  Twenty-five would be kind of our sweet spot.  Going through the pre-applications, 
some of the activities that are listed so far may not be eligible, so I’ll give you guys that heads 
up.  Typically, power washing and painting are not eligible activities.  Power washing and tuck 
pointing, absolutely.  Replacing energy inefficient windows and doors, definitely.  Out of those 
eleven pre-applications there is about four hundred ten thousand dollars in needs.  So, when we 
get the remaining pre-applications, you’re probably going to be looking at around six hundred 
thousand dollars’ worth of needs.  You’re not going to have to be able to meet everyone’s 
demands.  I see later on in your agenda that you’re going to have to approve these guidelines, 
that is something that is required and then you’ll need a draft application so, the pre-
applications, draft guidelines and then an application.  I don’t think the application needs City 
Council approval.  I was talking to Skip before and we need about ten to twenty pictures 
showing blight.  David knows more about this than I do, but examples of blight might be 
crumbling buildings, windows that appear to be deteriorating, boarded up windows, etc.  Any of 
those types of pictures.  Clayton walked around with me one day.  I also walked around with the 
folks that are working on the Bone Creek Museum.  The Opera House is a really good example.  
The back of the Opera House is a really great example.  So, those pictures might be worthwhile.  
Also, what we’re hoping for tonight is positive comments from the people in the audience or 
comments from the Council.  Letters of support are helpful, and Skip provided some of those.  I 
know that you invested a lot of money in your downtown.  Details are helpful when you’re 
putting together the grant narratives.  Are there any questions?” 
 
 Mayor Alan Zavodny said, “One positive thing that happened is I went around and talked 
to a few businesses because when you start doing that people start paying attention, so I did 
get a request from the Butler County Museum to ask if they’d be eligible to apply, at least.  Then 
the question was 501C3’s, does it matter what kind of entity they are?” 
 
 Tom Bliss with SENDD said, “The City can’t apply.  501C3’s should be able to apply.  
York’s Playhouse was approved.  York is in phase three of the plan, so they have received one 
point two million dollars in grants for façade improvement, code enforcement and that sort of 
thing.  Keep that in mind if you do a good job this time, what you do is just reapply if you still 
have demands out there.  I reached out to Bone Creek Museum today.  My guess is that you’re 
going to have close to a million dollars’ worth of pre-applications.  If it gets awarded it is up to 
you to figure out how to distribute it.” 
 
 Mayor Alan Zavodny said, “We’re getting up against the deadline, so it doesn’t hurt to tell 
the museum to go ahead and apply.” 
 
 Tom Bliss with SENDD said, “We’ll be fine tuning this until the afternoon of September 
15th, so if you get us additional pre-applications it’s not that difficult to incorporate those into the 
narrative.  Keep in mind that it is code enforcement, energy, ADA, and façade improvements.  
They can’t replace carpet and they can’t replace shelving.  It’s those basic slum and blight 
conditions.” 
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 Mayor Alan Zavodny said, “I think windows is a big one.  These buildings are so old that 
they don’t have the energy efficient windows.” 
 Hearing no further comments, Mayor Zavodny declared the public hearing closed at 7:12 
p.m.   
 

Council member Kevin Woita made a motion to authorize Mayor Zavodny to sign all 
documents related to the City of David City's Application for Community Development Block 
Grant (CDBG) Funding (Exhibits C1, C2, D andK1b and Chief Elected Official). Council Member 
Pat Meysenburg seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
Tom Kobus: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat Meysenburg: Yea, Jessica Miller: Yea, John 
Vandenberg: Absent, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 
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 Council member Bruce Meysenburg made a motion to pass and adopt Resolution No. 
17-2022 Authorizing the Execution of all Contracts, Documents, or Other Memoranda between 
the City of David City and the Nebraska Department of Economic Development to Accept an 
Awarded Grant (Exhibit B). Council Member Pat Meysenburg seconded the motion. The motion 
carried. 
Tom Kobus: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat Meysenburg: Yea, Jessica Miller: Yea, John 
Vandenberg: Absent, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 
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 Mayor Zavodny stated that the next item on the agenda was consideration of purchasing 
a mini excavator. 
 
 Council member Tom Kobus stated that Council member Pat Meysenburg, John Kobus 
and himself went to Lincoln to look at the mini excavator and they felt that this would be an 
asset with all of the projects that the City has on the horizon. 
 
 Jake with A1 Iron explained that the machine has a five year or five-thousand-hour 
warranty and that they do all of the repairs in the field.  He explained that the City staff would be 
responsible for routine maintenance.  They would come out to train the City staff how to operate 
the machine and how to do the maintenance.  It will take roughly thirty days to get the machine. 
 
 Council member Jessica Miller made a motion to approve the bid of A1 Iron for a Sany 
excavator with the addition of a compactor. Council Member Bruce Meysenburg seconded the 
motion. The motion carried. 
Tom Kobus: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat Meysenburg: Yea, Jessica Miller: Yea, John 
Vandenberg: Absent, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 
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Council member Bruce Meysenburg made a motion to approve Certificate of Payments 
#1 and #2 in the amount of $9,064.80 and $189,875.93, respectively, for M.E. Collins for the 
Municipal Paving Improvements. Council Member Jessica Miller seconded the motion. The 
motion carried. Tom Kobus: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat Meysenburg: Yea, Jessica 
Miller: Yea, John Vandenberg: Absent, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 
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 Council member Kevin Woita made a motion to approve entering into closed session at 
7:29 p.m. to discuss personnel (the law enforcement agreement with Butler County and the 
Butler County Sheriff) and pending litigation. Council Member Pat Meysenburg seconded the 
motion. The motion carried. 
Tom Kobus: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat Meysenburg: Yea, Jessica Miller: Yea, John 
Vandenberg: Absent, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 
 
 Mayor Zavodny stated, "Now, at 7:29 p.m., we are going into closed session to discuss 
the Law Enforcement Contract between the City of David City and Butler County and pending 
litigation."  Mayor Zavodny, all of the Council members, City Attorney David Levy, and City Clerk 
Comte went into closed session at 7:29 p.m.  City Attorney Lindsay Lundholm attended closed 
session via Microsoft Teams. 
 

Council member Bruce Meysenburg made a motion to approve coming out of closed 
session.  Council Member Jessica Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried and Mayor 
Zavodny declared the Council back in open session at 8:30 p.m. 
Tom Kobus: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat Meysenburg: Yea, Jessica Miller: Yea, John 
Vandenberg: Absent, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 

Council member Pat Meysenburg made a motion to adjourn.  Council Member Jessica 
Miller seconded the motion. The motion carried and Mayor Zavodny declared the meeting 
adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
Tom Kobus: Yea, Bruce Meysenburg: Yea, Pat Meysenburg: Yea, Jessica Miller: Yea, John 
Vandenberg: Absent, Kevin Woita: Yea 
Yea: 5, Nay: 0, Absent: 1 

 
 ▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲▲ 

 
 CERTIFICATION OF MINUTES 
 September 7, 2022 
 
 I, Tami Comte, duly qualified and acting City Clerk for the City of David City, Nebraska, 
do hereby certify with regard to all proceedings of September 7, 2022; that all of the subjects 
included in the foregoing proceedings were contained in the agenda for the meeting, kept 
continually current and available for public inspection at the office of the City Clerk; that such 
subjects were contained in said agenda for at least twenty-four hours prior to said meeting; that 
the minutes of the meeting of the City Council of the City of David City, Nebraska, were in 
written form and available for public inspection within ten working days and prior to the next 
convened meeting of said body; that all news media requesting notification concerning meetings 
of said body were provided with advance notification of the time and place of said meeting and 
the subjects to be discussed at said meeting. 
 
 
 
            
        Tami Comte, City Clerk 

 

 


